
Year 2 – Autumn Term

Topic: Détente 

Why study this topic? The Cuban Missile Crisis awoke some semblance of common sense as both 
sides realised they needed to peacefully coexist. It is a curiosity that two dogmatic superpowers 

could behave so pragmatically but then revert to type so swiftly in the aftermath. What lessons can 
we learn from the elevation into peace? What lessons can we learn from the abrupt dissipation of 

pacificity?

Topic: New Cold War

Why study this topic? We need to learn what went wrong in order to establish an understanding of 
how conflicts can unfold. The Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan deteriorated relations, 

culminating in tit-for-tat Olympic boycotts, financial overstretch and the US directly funding Islamist 
terrorism. This short series of global episodes links with how the world is around us.

Year 2 – Spring Term

Topic: Gorbachev and Reagan

Why study this topic? Two of history’s most 
fascinating leaders duelled and then reconciled as 

the writing was on the wall for the USSR. The leaders 
built bridges and calmed a volatile situation.

Topic: Why did the USSR lose?

Why study this topic? History is full of losers. Some 
catastrophic, some seemingly insurmountable. Our 

diagnostic uses 50 years of context to see why the US 
triumphed and evaluates what the USSR could have 

done instead.

Year 1 – Spring Term

Topic: Cold War in Asia

Why study this topic? We study the broadening of the Cold War because the 
conflict escalated beyond Caucasian limitations. Millions were killed in 

unnecessary conflicts in Korea and Vietnam. Other questions can also be 
considered; how did China become so powerful? Why is Japan a US ally?

Topic: Rise of China

Why study this topic? In 1949 China went red. This triggered a series of 
catastrophes for humanity but also left a previously beleaguered China as the 

preeminent Asian power set to dominate geopolitics globally.

Year 2 – Summer Term

Topic: Revision and Exams

Year 1 – Summer Term

Topic: Cuban Missile Crisis

Why study this topic? The world nearly ended in 1963. Presidents Kennedy and Khrushchev both seemed 
willing to risk it all over a previously inconsequential island. Why did this happen? How grave was the 
threat? Why were both sides considering a nuclear apocalypse to save face? This unit dominates are 

psyche and still impacts contemporary thought.
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Links to Numeracy

In history, we use mathematics to analyse data and trends in tables and graphs. We also 
use mathematics to calculate training thresholds and the capacities of our body systems.

Links to literacy

We develop historical literacy through reading historical interpretations and sources aloud, and constructing 
arguments through extended writing tasks. We discuss key concepts with our peers to help embed key terms
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Year 1 – Autumn Term

Topic: Introduction to the Cold War

Why study this topic? We study the origins of the Cold 
War because it sets the scene for the 50 years that 

followed. The protagonists are highly intriguing and the 
power dynamics are multifaceted. The defeat of 

Germany and the detonation of apocalyptic weaponry 
over Japan sparked a potentially existential threat.

Topic: Early Cold War Crises

Why study this topic? We look chronologically at the 
events of the Cold War with due regard for context and 

potential. The conflict is beset by Eurocentric drama 
which culminates in scenes as farcical as the Berlin Airlift 

and the Hungarian Uprising.

Subject Intent statement

We will nurture a passion for history where students explore diverse stories to develop an understanding of the world around them to make them 
better leaders. Students will develop resilience as they excel through constructive challenge. Students will understand causation, recognise change and 

evaluate significance on their journey to becoming aspirational individuals.


