
LIBF Finance Studies: Statement of Intent 

 

 

Purpose of study 

In LIBF Finance, students will be given the opportunity to explore real business and financial issues and understand how financial world work. Students will 

develop an understanding of the key practical applications of finance concepts. This will provide them with a firm foundation for further study at university as well 

as the philosophy for practical steps and decisions in the world of Finance. 

We value character, competence and community in our curriculum: 

Character: The curriculum supports students to develop the ability to take calculated risks, make judgements and be resilient and 

confident learners. 

Competence: Students will be able to comprehend and articulate their understanding of how finance inform how we interact with the 

wider financial world. They will develop not only their ability to interact with systems such as banking, finance, accounting and 

management accounting and finance, but also how to apply for jobs, develop financial strategies and develop mindsets in order to make 

sustainable and productive decisions. In LIBF Finance course, students are exposed to a wide range of career opportunities to inform a 

knowledgeable basis for the working world, independent administration and self-management. 

Community: The finance units develops students’ character in terms of inclusion where students will develop an understanding of the diverse society they 

live in and how all forms of financial goods and services that are marketed have a segmented target audience which they need to accept. Students show a 

deeper understanding of how and why a financial products are marketed even if it may not be for their community. 

Curriculum Pedagogy Principles 

• Retrieval practice: lessons contain repeated quizzing and interleaved recall Do Nows 

• Managing cognitive load: minimal slide design featuring salient images 



 

The OAE LIBF curriculum is designed to instruct students in both the theoretical and practical knowledge of finance to ensure that students develop and 

sustain theoretical knowledge alongside practical analytical skills of application, decision making and problem solving. Students will learn the foundational 

knowledge of how finance works in organisations, what type of financial products are being sold and used, from this foundation, will have the opportunity 

to practice and apply that knowledge to real financial scenarios. Knowledge of financial plans, financial models and financial decisions are sequenced 

alongside wider knowledge involving external contexts and calculations to ensure students build the necessary foundations of knowledge to apply this to 

increasingly complex contexts with depth and expertise. Students will develop skills in analysing, examining, explaining and calculating tangible situations 

which prepares them for successful examination outcomes. In this sense, the curriculum is designed to be a model of progression, ensuring that students 

are required to increasingly become critical and precise, interleaving more complex structures and precise application throughout the two-year course and 

with the intention that this will be applicable in their wider lives. Because of this, the OAE LIBF curriculum features: 

Business Models - Pupils are explicitly taught the complex map of decisions that are to be undertaken in order to design, create and sustain in financial 

world. They will look at a range of business models and this will inform their decision making when independently creating financial plans or giving business 

advice. This knowledge is foundational to the curriculum and sequenced and interleaved throughout the curriculum in order to develop a strong foundation 

of the necessary components to wider finance knowledge and application for financial decisions. 

Evidence and Explanation - The curriculum is mapped to introduce similar concepts and aspects of finance over time. To be successful in decision making, 

to adjust for scenarios and expectations and to become reflective in their application of their knowledge, students need to be able to use quantitative and 

qualitative evidences to make inferences and judgments. Ultimately, this relates to the area where students extract key information from financial scenarios 

and apply their core knowledge of the given topic. They will also present a case based on the current situation for a direction that the business should be 

taken towards in order to solve the finance related problem. 

Contexts and Evaluation – Whilst we need students to make decisions based on financial data and financial evidence, we also need them to be able to 

make judgements based on contextual information and to evaluate which advice is most suitable in order to sustain a business. Students will be able to 

read and understand given scenarios about various types of businesses each with a business problem and background information. Students are taught to 

use the information we receive about a business and our own knowledge of business in a wider context, to create a solution to the business matter by both 

explaining the issue accurately and providing reasonable and achievable steps to improve and/or sustain the business. 

Calculation and Interpretation – Business is an interdisciplinary area of study, and the curriculum is sequenced to both re-call and teach elements of 

mathematics and calculation in order to provide students with the financial skills to make appropriate judgments and business decisions. Students are 

taught to understand financial information to then extract and use financial information in order to create judgements and explanations. The curriculum is 

sequenced so that students have a robust and durable knowledge of business models and contexts so that, when they are required to apply financial 

contexts and decisions, they can use both disciplines of knowledge to select their next steps, decisions and judgments. 
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