
ASSESSMENT AT OAE 
 

 
Our Teaching and Learning policy is implemented through the following Teaching and Learning 
framework  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These three ingredients are the basics of what is needed to deliver the excellent outcomes we 
require for our pupils. Each strand is distinct but in various ways they overlap and inform each other 
so that the process of planning the curriculum, assessing pupil progress, and delivering a high-quality 
lesson become cohesive    tasks, that are consistently carried out to a high standard. Notice that 
assessment plays a central role in enabling us to teach to a consistently high standard 
 
 
At OAE, excellent progress for all is achieved through a sound understanding of: 

 
i. Why we assess 
ii. What we assess 
iii. When we assess 
iv. How we assess 
v. Marking and feedback 
vi. What we do with the assessment data. 

 
i. Why we assess 

” Assessment is the engine which drives pupil learning”. John Cowan (2005)1. 

 

High 
quality 

curriculum  

Assessment 
Quality 

First 
Teaching 

Teachers assess students continuously and 
offer quality feedback that moves students 

learning forwards 

OAE TEACHING 
AND LEARNING 
FRAMEWORK 



Assessment is a key component of learning because it helps pupils learn. When pupils can 
see how they are doing in a class, they are able to determine whether they understand 
what has been taught. Assessment can also help motivate pupils, just as assessment helps 
pupils, assessment helps teachers. 

 
OAE teachers develop well-designed assessments that primarily find gaps and 
misconceptions in student knowledge. Peer and self-assessment will be used to foster a 
number of skills, such as reflection, critical thinking, and self-awareness – as well as giving 
pupils insight into the assessment process. Teachers will discuss how and why they are 
assessing with pupils to ensure that the aims and  goals of assessments are clear. 

 
ii. What we assess 

OAE teachers assess effectively by ensuring assessment is clearly linked to the chunks of 
learning and instruction that have been taught as part of the designed curriculum plan. 
Teachers will ensure that there is a delay between instruction and testing to ensure that 
pupils are able to recall and retrieve information and this is embedded in the long-term 
memory. 

 
The long-term curriculum is thought through carefully so that it includes ample 
opportunities        throughout the year to re-learn and assess substantive knowledge, 
disciplinary knowledge, composite and procedural knowledge in each subject area. 
Assessments will test students ability to recall, explain, describe, evaluate and 
synthesise information 

 
 

iii.  When we assess 
Pupils are assessed formally, once per half term through summative topic tests and 
tested less formally every half term. Pupils are also tested throughout a lesson through 
questioning, and a variety of other assessment for learning methods 

 
iv. How we assess 

OAE teachers will use a range of effective assessment and testing tools to ensure they 
have a full and accurate picture of every pupil’s progress to inform responsive planning 
and delivery. Pupils are tested both formatively and summatively.  

 
Summative assessment 
Summative assessment is assessment of learning. Assessment of learning tends to be 
summative and is carried out periodically e.g., at the end of a unit or year or key stage. The 
teacher undertakes this kind of assessment to judge how well a pupil is learning and 
performing. Conclusions will usually be reported in line with the academy assessment and 
reporting cycle. 
 
Formative assessment 
Formative assessment is used to identify   gaps and misconceptions in pupil learning and 
then provide them with the advice and next steps needed to fill them. Formative 
assessment gets straight to the heart of good teaching by: 

 
▪ helping teachers help pupils to take the next steps in their learning (Teacher 

assessment) 
▪ helping pupils to help each other to take the next steps in their learning (Peer 

assessment) 



 
 
 
 

▪ helping pupils themselves to take the next steps in their learning (Self-assessment). 

 
Assessment for learning is formative and takes place continuously in the classroom. 
Assessment for learning is the process of finding out where learners are within a learning 
continuum, where they need to go and how best to get there.  

 
v. Marking and feedback 

An important part of formative assessment is the OAE Whole class marking policy.. The 
policy ensures that students receive robust feedback that corrects misconceptions and fill 
knowledge gaps, encourages excellence and pride in the presentation of work. Each 
department area has adapted the policy so that it suits the needs of their subject and 
ensures learners receive regular, incisive feedback and praise. 

 
 

Live marking and peer marking are also a vital piece of the academy marking policy. Each 
department area will decide how often this will take place. 
 
Deliberate practice and attention to producing high quality work is encouraged and 
celebrated through the presentation policy and beautiful book awards.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
vi. What we do with the assessment data 
OAE teachers will use data that has been produced from both formative and summative 
assessment to raise achievement for EVERY child in their care by: 

 

• Diagnostically assess where each pupil is currently at and set targets to 
ensure they make       expected progress at the end of each year 

• Feedback to pupils and parents in order to move their learning forwards 

• Motivate pupils to achieve more through appropriate praise for effort and the giving 

of rewards via learning points, post cards home, assembly shout-outs, half-termly 

awards etc 
 

Assessment data is also used to inform an appropriate intervention strategy. 
Intervention is carried out by adopting the Five Principles for Progress ‘EQUAL’ 
strategy to raise the progress for all groups of learners. (See Appendix 10). 

 

 
 

The EQUAL intervention strategy allows teachers to select the appropriate principle 
and an associated strategy to support diagnostic intervention for each child. The 
strategy further enables teachers to: 

 

• Identify gaps in pupil learning and adapt planning to ensure these are narrowed 

• Use data to inform planning and initiate responsive planning 

• Know where and how to target in-class intervention with impact using the DIAL 



system in conjunction with the EQUAL strategy  

• Target students for small group out of class interventions. 
 


